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Instructions
Diagnostic Paper Assighment
This assignment is due at the end of Week 7.

Students will select one psychological disorder described in your readings from the
course textbook, Psychopathology: Foundations for a Contemporary Understanding, 4th
edition (Maddux & Winstead, 2016). addressing the following points:

1. Thoroughly describe the disorder in terms of symptom presentation and DSM-5
diagnostic criteria.

2. Discuss treatment options for this disorder, being sure to outline both
pharmacological and psychotherapy-based options.

3. Select a minimum of one peer reviewed scholarly journal article from the APUS
Library that relates to your selected diagnosis. Summarize the article and
discuss how it relates to your selected diagnosis.

The required minimum length of this paper is 8 pages, in addition to a required a cover
page and a reference list. Papers must comply with APA formatting rules, including font
size and margins, and must have a scholarly focus and tone. Quoting of published
material and use of the first-person "I" are not permitted and will result in point loss.
All source material must be paraphrased into your own words and cited appropriately.

On submission your work will auto-run through Turnitin.com's plagiarism checker
software.
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Synthesis &
Critical Thinking

Strength of
Conclusions

Format/Writing

30 points

Strong evidence of
academically mature
insight and use of
critical thinking skills
in describing and
analyzing the chosen
disorder. Clear and
thorough articulation
of how the chosen
disorder relates to the
selected scholarly
journal article(s); clear
and complete
description of
treatment options for
selected disorder.

15 points

Provides a insightful
and creative
conclusion, logically
summarizing the main
elements of the
selected disorder with
scholarly literature
findings. Articulates a
well-reasoned
personal reflection on
the diagnosis. Sources
are credited and cited
appropriately.

10 points

Workis presented in a
logical and coherent
way. Writing is clear,
articulate, and error
free. Citations are
composed in proper
format with few or no
errors. The student
uses a preponderance
of original writing (.e.,
use of own words and
proper paraphrasing)
and uses direct
quotations minimally
and only when
necessary/or
appropriate.

25.5 points

Adequate evidence of
academically mature
insight and use of
critical thinking skills
in describing and
analyzing the chosen
disorder. Adequate
articulation of how
the chosen disorder
relates to the selected
scholarly journal
article(s); sufficient
description of
treatment options for
selected disorder.

12.75 points

Provides an adequate
conclusion, logically
summarizing the main
elements of the
disorder with
scholarly literature
findings. Adequately
articulates a personal
reflection on the
diagnosis. Sources are
credited and cited
appropriately.

8.5 points

Work i grammatically
sound with a few
minor errors.
Citations are
composed in the
proper format with
some errors. The
student uses original
writing (i.e., use of
own words and
proper paraphrasing)
and uses direct
quotations minimally
and only when
necessary/or
appropriate.

22.5 points

Marginal evidence of
academically mature
insight and use of
critical thinking skills
in describing and
analyzing the chosen
disorder. Partial
articulation of how
the chosen disorder
relates to the
selected scholarly
journal article(s);
cursory description of
treatment options for
selected disorder.

11.25 points

Provides a marginal
conclusion,
summarizing the main
elements of the
disorder with some
scholarly literature
findings. Partially
articulates a personal
reflection on the
diagnosis. Sources are
credited and cited
appropriately.

7.5 points

Work contains
frequent grammatical
errors. Citations are
inaccurate or
improperly formatted.
The assignment may
reflect an underuse of
original writing and
an overuse of directly
quoted content.

19.5 points

Little or no evidence
of academically
mature insight and
use of critical thinking
skills in describing
and analyzing the
chosen disorder.
Inadequate
articulation of how
the chosen disorder
relates to the selected
scholarly journal
article(s); limited
description of
treatment options for
selected disorder.

9.75 points

Provides an
inadequate
conclusion, poorly
summarizing the main
elements of the
disorder with
insufficient scholarly
literature findings.
Inadequately
articulates a personal
reflection on the
diagnosis. Sources are
insufficiently credited
(if present) and cited
appropriately.

6.5 points

Work does not
demonstrate
appropriate
undergraduate level
writing. It reflects an
underuse of original
writing and an
overuse of directly
quoted content.

0 points /30

Student did not
attempt this portion
of the assignment.

0 points /15
Student did not

attempt this portion

of the assignment.

0 points /10
Student did not

attempt this portion
of the assignment.
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Criteria

Introduction

Topic
Appropriateness
/ Relevance

Synthesis &
Critical Thinking

Exemplary

15 points

Clear introduction
which summarizes the
major points to be
covered in the paper.
Topic sentence is well
developed.

30 points

Selected diagnosis is
relevant and described
well. Reflects a good
understanding of the
diagnostic criteria and
key concepts. Selected
article(s) is evidence-
based, peer reviewed
and relevant to the
selected diagnosis.

30 points

Strong evidence of
academically mature
insight and use of
critical thinking skills
in describing and
analyzing the chosen
disorder. Clear and
thorough articulation
of how the chosen
disorder relates to the
selected scholarly
journal article(s); clear
and complete
description of
treatment options for
selected disorder.

Accomplished

12.75 points

Introduction
satisfactorily
summarizes the major
points to be covered
in the paper. Topic
sentence is
satisfactorily
developed.

25.5 points

Selected diagnosis is
relevant and
adequately described.
Reflects an adequate
understanding of the
diagnostic criteria and
key concepts.
Selected article(s) is
evidence-based, peer
reviewed and relevant
to the selected
diagnosis.

25.5 points

Adequate evidence of
academically mature
insight and use of
critical thinking skills
in describing and
analyzing the chosen
disorder. Adequate
articulation of how
the chosen disorder
relates to the selected
scholarly journal
article(s); sufficient
description of
treatment options for
selected disorder.

Developing

11.25 points

Introduction only
partially summarizes
the major points to be
covered in the paper.
Topic sentence is
marginally developed.

22.5 points

Selected diagnosis is
relevant but
marginally described.
Reflects a limited
understanding of the
diagnostic criteria
and key concepts.
Selected article(s) is
evidence-based, peer
reviewed and relevant
to the selected
diagnosis.

22.5 points

Marginal evidence of
academically mature
insight and use of
critical thinking skills
in describing and
analyzing the chosen
disorder. Partial
articulation of how
the chosen disorder
relates to the
selected scholarly
journal article(s);
cursory description of
treatment options for
selected disorder.

Beginning

9.75 points

Introduction
inadequately
summarizes the major
points to be covered
in the paper. Topic
sentence is not
present.

19.5 points

Selected diagnosis
may be relevant but is
inadequately
described. Reflects an
inadequate
understanding of the
diagnostic criteria and
key concepts.
Selected article(s) is
not evidence-based,
peer reviewed and/or
relevant to the
selected diagnosis.

19.5 points

Little or no evidence
of academically
mature insight and
use of critical thinking
skills in describing
and analyzing the
chosen disorder.
Inadequate
articulation of how
the chosen disorder
relates to the selected
scholarly journal
article(s); limited
description of
treatment options for
selected disorder.

Criterion

Did not attempt Score

0 points /15

Student did not
attempt this portion
of the assignment.

0 points /30

Student did not
attempt this portion
of the assignment.

0 points /30

Student did not
attempt this portion
of the assignment.




